
 

Philippines is now looking towards Japan and India for development, read the editorial of 

November 22 

The Philippines, after abandoning a major Chinese-led project due to geopolitical concerns, is now turning its 

attention to Japan and India as alternative sources of development and security. 

Transportation Secretary Jaime Bautista agreed to the move earlier this month, when he said the Philippine 

government was ready to use the two countries for development. 

The statement coincides with Manila’s desire to behave as a responsible neighbour, and not to be treated like 

Beijing, as well as to deepen and broaden its security and economic partnerships with like-minded partners. 

Under the leadership of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., the Philippines has been a clear signal to secure its 

independence and its rights in the West Philippine Sea against China’s interests in the Indo-Pacific. 

Furthermore, central to Marcos Jr.’s foreign policy has been his intention to work together with like-minded 

traditional and non-traditional partners. 

 
 



While these partnerships traditionally work for the United States’ hub-and-spokes system. 

Bilateral relations are now becoming increasingly important with Tokyo becoming an independent power, with 

Tokyo seeking to play a more prominent security role. 

The historic visit of Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida to the Philippines marks a turning point in bilateral 

relations. 

From Japan’s first customer of Overseas Security Assistance (OSA) to formalizing negotiations for a Reciprocal 

Access Agreement (RAA), the meeting between Marcos Jr. and Kishida has heralded a ‘golden era’ in the 

Philippines-Japan strategic partnership, which has the potential for greater engagement. 

Similarly, the bilateral partnership between the Philippines and India has seen progress as Manila is now 

willingly including India in its strategy. 

 
 

Recently, India has also offered seven indigenously manufactured helicopters to the Philippine Coast Guard on 

the basis of soft loan agreement with extended payment terms. 

The agreement comes soon after the delivery of the BrahMos supersonic cruise missile to the Southeast Asian 

country later this year. 



Thus, Japan and India’s strong engagement in Southeast Asia serves the benefit of countries like the Philippines 

in reducing their sensitivity to China’s growing economic clout and growing power capabilities. 

South Asian countries need to have defense strategies for friendly relations. Especially when competition 

between USA and China is increasing. 

According to the 2023 Survey of Southeast Asian Nations, Japan and India are among the top two choices of 

Southeast Asian countries for Indo-Pacific strategic partners. Therefore, contemporary structural conditions 

make it difficult for Japan and India to expand their capabilities for the Indo-Pacific. Serves as an opportunity to 

implement shared understanding. 

The global partnership is best defined through the India-Japan special strategic and strong ties shared between 

them. 

From a security perspective, New Delhi and Tokyo continue to engage on various platforms, from regular 

bilateral military exercises and two-plus-two meetings to multilateral frameworks such as the Quad and G20. 

Both countries share a common threat perception, including the threat of an increasingly assertive and 

disruptive China. Beyond defense cooperation, New Delhi and Tokyo have also begun work on third-country 

cooperation models in the Indo-Pacific and beyond. 

In 2017, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe welcomed 

collaborative efforts to establish an industrial growth and development network in Asia and Africa, creating the 

Asia Africa Growth Corridor (AAGC). 

While the project ultimately slowed down due to geopolitical unrest and economic difficulties triggered by the 

COVID-19 pandemic, both countries have recently explored new third-country cooperation models across the 

region. 

These include the emerging trilateral partnership between India, Japan and Bangladesh and a similar framework 

between India, Japan and Sri Lanka. 

Author: Harsh V. Pant, Researcher at Foreign Research, Observer Research Foundation (ORF), New 

Delhi. 
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